Abstract: During field work conducted in Colombia, a new species of the genus Specklinia Lindl., S. pereziana was found. The new species is described and illustrated. Information about its habitat and ecology is provided. Specklinia pereziana is similar to S. muricaudata, from which it differs in leaf shape and floral characters ñ the main differences between the species are discussed.
Introduction
The genus Specklinia Lindl. embraces about 86-420 species distributed from Brazil and Bolivia to Mexico and the West Indies (Barros 1983 (Barros , 2004 (Barros , 2006 Pridgeon & Chase 2001; Luer 2004 Luer , 2006 Luer , 2007 Barros & Rodrigues 2009; Barros & Barberena 2010) . Their occurrence has been reported from the humid and wet forests between sea level and up to 3000 m altitude (Pridgeon et al. 2005 ). This genus is extremely difficult to classify due to the high degree of morphological variation of the species. There have been several unsuccessful attempts to split Specklinia s.l. into smaller, clearly defined genera (Pridgeon & Chase 2001; Barros 2002; Luer 2006) . Moreover, the results of morphological research (Luer 2006) are in conflict with genetic studies (Pridgeon & Chase 2001) .
Field work conducted in the south-eastern Colombia in 2009, 2010 and 2011 provide information about several new orchid species (PÈrez et al. 2010a (PÈrez et al. , 2010b . In the region of Bajo Calima (municipality of Buenaventura) , an area of high orchid diversity and endemism, a distinct species of Specklinia was found (Luer 1991; H·gsater 1999; Ortiz & H·gsater 1999 ). This species is described here as new.
Material and methods
Field work in the region of Bajo Calima, Colombia, was conducted in January 2011. Information about habitat and ecology of every orchid population found during this expedition was collected and a photographic documentary was prepared. Representative specimen of every population was collected and preserved by drying the whole plants or by maintaining the material in Kew Mixture (53% industrial methylated spirit, 37% water, 5% formaldehyde solution and 5% glycerol).
The comparative research was conducted in the herbaria AMO, COL, CUVC, JAUM, K and VALLE. Morphological studies were carried out under a stereomicroscope.
Results
T a x o n o m i c n o t e s : Specklinia pereziana Kolanowska sp. nov. (Figs. 1-2 Flowers small, maroon. Tepals glabrous, margins entire. Dorsal sepal about 5 mm long and 1.5 mm wide, lanceolate, acute, 3-veined. Lateral sepals about 4 mm long and 2 mm wide, connate into an ovate, shortly bifid lamina, free apices acute, 4-veined. Petals about 2.5 mm long and 1.2 mm wide, ovate, oblique, acute, 1-veined. Lip about 2.8 mm long and 1.1 mm wide, delicately hinged to the column-foot, oblong, apex rounded, margins entire, the apical 2/3 ciliate; disc with two longitudinal calli in apposition at the base, diverging towards the middle to create a central cavity, reuniting towards the apex. Column about 1.5 mm long, broadly winged, wings minutely denticulate. 
